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or three feet from the ground, by which the plant
is supported and the fruit exposed to the full influ-
ence of the sun. A great superiority of flavour is,
no doubt, thus obtained : on the north side, the
grapes are entirely of the white kind, whilst on the
south there is a great variety, but chiefly of the
red, from which it is said the finest wine is made.
The famed vineyards of the Malmsey and Scrcial
wines, are towards the west end of the south side.
There1, is but a very small quantity of either grown
on this spot of the first rate quality, or indeed of
any value as a characteristic wine, for on the east-
ernmost part of this situation there is a constant
flow of water rushing from the summits of the rocks,
that greatly deteriorates the value of the growths
over which its influence extends. The practice of
plucking the leaves of the vines to admit the genial
heat of the sun to the fruit, as well as a free circu-
lation of air, has been found most beneficial in bring-
ing the fruit to perfection. This process is also a
source of emolument to the planter, as the leaves
form an excellent food for fattening cattle destined
for the shambles, giving also to the meat a fine
and delicious flavour.

The wines of Madeira generally may be divided
into three denominations, and may be thus, de-
scribed.

Tinto is a red wine, the produce of the Burgundy
grape, transplanted to Madeira. It is drank in
perfection in the second ;rnd third years, before it